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with their motherland than did the non-English-speaking groups with theirs, explains in large part the more influential role of the British-derived heritage of ideas and cultural agencies.
Legacies of the French and Spanish Borderlands
The American stage received its actors from different Old World backgrounds, but these backgrounds were not unrelated; the French and Spanish on the borderlands in America were basically related to the English, Swedish, Dutch, and German colonists on the Atlantic seaboard by virtue of their common venture in overseas enterprise, economic and religious. That is to say, the French and Spanish in the interior and on the southern and western rims of the present domain of the United States shared with the Europeans on the eastern coast the cultural dynamics of European maritime expansion and the conflicting forces of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation. The differences between the cultural patterns of the Protestant colonists from Great Britain, Sweden, Holland, and Germany and those of the Catholic French and Spanish in the borderlands should not obscure the common tie between them.
Thus it was natural that the thought and feeling of the Atlantic seaboard colonists should have been affected by the presence of the Catholic Spaniards in Florida and of the Catholic French in the trans-Appalachian hinterland. It is true that the Atlantic coast peoples gained little or no actual knowledge from the French and Spanish colonists. But the Latin outskirts of their world were a part of their own setting and inevitably affected their thinking. For one thing New France and New Spain aroused the hostility of those engaged in building a civilization on the Atlantic coast not only because they were Catholic but also because they were the seat of activities that threatened the fur-trading and agricultural ambitions of the seaboard colonists. Moreover, the Dutch and British colonists further inherited the deeply rooted hostility of their homelands to Spaniards and French. With such ideas and interests the seaboard colonists entered into the wars waged by Great Britain against the Spanish and French, and even toyed with the plan of an intercolonial union, the better to defend themselves or even to conquer their economic, political, and religious foes. Thus the pres-